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Introduction

| am writi ng this as an amateur genedogdst, not a
professonal historian. | have taken the time in my genedogical
study to re-search the movements of the German people to the
east, and from there to North and South America. My ancestors
did not leave any verbal or written history behind them, so |
undertodk this research to gain a better understanding, in a
general sense, of their movements. Use of agoad historical atlas
in conjunction with this written text will assst the reader in
foll owing the migration pat-terns recorded.

Before we talk specifically about the German migration, |
would like to spend a few minutes on migration in a general
sense. | spendalot of my genedogcal reseach time on the
Internet. Over and over again, | seepeople posting questions
like, “What happened in 1850in Prussathat would have caused
my grea grandparents to move to Canada?’ or, “What disaster
could have ocaurred in 1810that would have caused my German
ancestor to move from CongressPoland to Bessarabia?’

What causes people to move? We can all think of answersto
this question because dl of us areimmigrants! We might have
been a solitary migrant or we might have been part of a general
movement, but regardlessof the circumstance, we ae dl i mmi-
grants. Our reasons for moving might include:

- some milit ary reason (war, displacement because of war,
daft)
- climate or posshble physical danger (too cold, too many
eathquakes).

- politi cal oppresson (lack of freedom)

- afriendor relative encouraging you to foll ow them

- religious persecution or oppresson

- promise of jobs or improved economic situation

All of uswho have moved understand our own motivation for
doing so. But will your gred, grea granddaughter understand
why you migrated, when she studies her genedogy? Wil she
ask, “What happened in North Dakotain 1985that caused my
grea grandparents to move to California?” Unlessyou
specifically write down your reasons, the probable answer is
“No.”

Whil e we may not be ale to understand exactly what
motivated an answer to migrate, we can at least observe
migration trends that can help usin tracing aur genedogy. This
article consists of an overview of German migrations to Eastern
Europe. You still may not discover why your ancestor moved,
but hopefully you will have abetter general understanding o the
migration trends.

Early German-Slav Conflict

When we talk about the migration of the Germans to
the east, we are talking about their movement from
historically German territory to historically Slavic
territory. The border between these two territories has not
changed much over the centuries. It has been the samefor
most of recorded history. It istrue that politi cal
boundaries have moved in bath easterly and westerly
diredions. At times Germans controlled Savic lands,
whil e at other times the “Slavs controlled German lands;
but overall, the boundary between the two is aligned with
the old eastern boundary of the Holy Roman Empire of
1250AD.

Poland for centuries was one of the most powerful of
the Slavic nations. It was Poland that requested the
asgstanceof the Germanic Teutonic Knightsin proteding
portions of its land holdings along the Baltic mast. These
knights brought with them significant German settlement
to areasthat later became Prussan territory. This early
move east-ward (after 1100 was motivated by military
action.

Along with this early migration of Germans came the
inevitable intermarriage with other ethnic groups like the
Slavsand Magyars. In the process sometribes, like the
Prus (from which Prusda getsit name), were eventually
wiped out. Others like the Kashubians from the region
southwest of Gdansk, asgmil ated into bah German and
Polish cultures. There are very few people left today who
can still speak the ancient Kashubian language. Because
of the asgmil ation, it isimportant to be aware that
speaking the German language and practicing German
customs does not mean that our ethnic origins are purely
German. Thisisespedally true for those of you with
Germanic originsin Prussa and Sil esian regions (modern
north and southwest Poland), and to alessr extent
Hungarian regions. On the other hand, if your surnameis
something like Novak, Lewandowski, Berkowski,
Girschewski, etc., it is quite possble that you might have
strong Germanic mnnedions.

More peaceful migration toodk place because the tech-
nical skill s of the Germans proved to ke beneficial to the
more medieval nations like Poland-Lithuania, Bohemia-
Moravia, and Hungary-Croatia. These cuntries invited
Germansin to develop agriculture and mining in their
regions and later to further their industrial causes.



Development of German Law Cities

As Germans devel oped coloniesto the east of the Holy
Roman Empire between the 13" and 16" centuries, they
brought with them not only models of urban layout, but
also models for governmental control of their cities and
towns. Thedistinctive dharacteristic of German law is
that it has all owed residentsto dired their ecmnomic
activity and government through the dedion of local city
councils. These dty council s acted independently of
paliti cal rules and religious leaders. They often had their
own court system, which controll ed criminal and some
civil matters. Sometimes, they even had their own militi a.

This gystem of government was known as German city
law, and it was comprised of threebasic types with many
variants. Luebed Law, Magdeburg Law, and Niremberg-
Vienna Law.

As Germans, primarily tradesmen, migrated to new
areas in the east, they brought thislaw and associated
privil eges with them. The spread of thislaw into Slavic
lands began in the erly 13" century in threeareas. The
first wasin territory along the Vistula River controll ed by
the Teutonic Knights. The seand area was in the upper
Oder River valley where a weakened Poli sh State granted
them the privil eges. The third area was to the southeast —
Bohemia, Moravia, and Hungary/Croatia where the
respedive kings had initi ated significant immigration.

By the 14" century, German migration to the eastern
cities had spread throughout Poland, Galicia, Volhynia,
and south into Transylvania. Use of Germanic law
continued to spread eastward in the 15" century, though it
was the government of Poland Lithuaniathat was
introducing it, rather than the Germans. Even Russa
favored it, granting the privil eges of Magdeburg Law to
cities like Kiev, Smolensk, Orsha, and others. Thislaw
remained in effed in different parts of Russan controll ed
territory as late as 183Q

Whil e the spread of Germanic aty law through the
migrations of German city dwell ers did not result in large
numbers of migrants, it was a very important factor in the
later spread of German settlement throughout the east.
Many of these dties had, at least for periods of time, Ger-
man mayors and judiciary, who helped to devel op the law
systems. Royalty and nohility in the east, the primary
moativators of much of German migration, were familiar
with German ideas, laws, and customs. They did not fear
the Germans in these erly years, and encouraged them to
cometo their lands.

Asthemigration devel oped in amorerural manner, the
concepts of Germanic dty law also trickled down to the
vill age levd.

The primary form of a German vill age was based on
the Schul zendorf system. The landowning nokle would
make a deal with an enterprising person, who would

guaranteea certain amount of settlersin exchange for
rights to double the amount of land that a settler would
normally recave. This person would also generally gain
theright to own the flour mill, brewery, and other perks.

The Mennonites who came to Poland in the early
150G rgieded this form of vill age government. They
insisted, and were granted theright, to establi sh their own
vill age laws with freedom of the individuals within the
vill age. Thisform of vill age government, similar in nature
to the German city law, was known as a Holl andry.

With ongoing settlement in Poland, other religious
groups also adopted this form of vill age government.

The Danube Swabians

Up wntil about 170Q German migration was gradual
and somewhat evenly spread out. It was also mostly
limited to the western edge of the Slavic lands. It isonly
after the demise of the Ottoman Empire that we begin to
seewaves of migration spreading into pockets of land
further to the east. One of the first migration waves
comes with the movement of the Danube Swabbians to
the frontier regions of the Banat (a part of Hungary),
Backa, and Slavonia.

Swabiaisaregion with its own dialed in northern
Wuerttemberg, centering around Stuttgart. Whil e this
region gives its name to this migration movement, it is
important to note that most of these immigrants actually
came from other southern German and Austrian
provinces. Threewaves of settlers moved into this area of
central Hungary in theyears 171837, 174472, and 1782
87.

The Austrian Hapsburgs, who gained control of this
region through the Treaty of Passarovitz in 1718 wanted
to achieve 3 goals: fortify the land against invasion,
deveop the farm land, and solidify the hold of the Roman
Cathoali c Church on those areas. To encourage settlement
by Cathalic Germans, they were offered freeagricultural
land and home sites, construction material and li vestock,
and exemption from taxes for alimited period of time.

Most of the people who accepted the offer were of the
poor peasant class accustomed to heavy taxation and
military conscription. Referenceto the Danube mmes
from their prime transportation route. Starting at the dty
of Ulm, they boarded Ulmer Schahtel, a type of baat that
sail ed that river. Some also traveled along theriver in
covered wagons.

Thismigration was particularly extensive. | don’t have
anumber for the first wave, but we know that at least
15,000 of them died from either Turkish raids or from
plagues. The second wave of 75,000immigrantswas, in
part, brought in to replacethose loses. Thethird wave of
60,000immigrants built on the first two, and ended up



with reasonable eonomic prosperity. In all, over 1,000
vill ages were establi shed in southern Hungary.

The Volga Germans

Anocther very large and significant German migration,
the one that went farthest to the east, was that of theVolga
Ger-mans. This migration was a peaceful one that took
place under the invitation of the Russan Czarina,
Catherinethe Great. To understand this migration, we
need a bit of back-ground asto how it occurred. Thereare
simil ariti es to the Danube Swabian migration, but the
target immigrant was much different and the perks given
were more extensive.

In 1762 Rusda, under Catherinell (Catherine the
Great), isaed a manifesto inviting foreignersto settlein
Russa. Whil e some artisans were attracted by it, it
generally was not considered very successul. Russahad
vast territoriesto the east, which it wished to settle. There
were two reasons for this. The first was to encourage
cultivation of the vast steppes and development of mining,
commerce and manufacturing. This was the reasoning
used and promoted in the manifesto. A more subtle
reason hidden in the back-ground was the development of
land in aregion that was causing them military problems
by way of raids by Mongols on the esstern frontiers. New
settlements would provide a buffer zone between the
eastern hordes and the Russans.

When the first manifesto fail ed, Catherineintroduced a
seaond onein 1763 which included privil eges that made
it more attractive. The primary ones included:

1. For those who could not afford it, travel expenses
would be paid for by Russa.

2. Freeland was granted for till agein certain limited
areas, primarily in the Volga River region.

3. Freadom to practicetheir religion (assumed to be
Christian) and to kuild churches. They were not to
prosdytize their religion to the Rusgans, but they
were freeto encourage Moslems on their borders to
convert.

4. Freedom from paying taxes and tributes for 30 years
for those wlonizing uncultivated territory; for 5 years
for tradesmen in certain stipulated cities; and 10years
for al other cities.

5. Freelodging for the first 6 months.

6. Interest freeloansto huild houses and to purchase
farm equipment and cattle, repayable within 10 years.

7. Right tointernal government of separately establi shed
colonies.

8. Freadom from import duties on all goods brought
with them.

9. Freadom from military service

10. Other inducements for manufacture of goods.

With these new enticementsin hand, Russan
represen-atives went abroad along with their hired agents,
and began to aggressvely pursue immigrants. For various

reasons, non-Germans did not respond well. Some
countries that all owed freepubli cation of theinvitation
were aready enjoying relative prosperity, and had their
own overseas colonies. For example, an English speaking
colony in America would be more attractive to an

Engli shman than would the strange and remote land of
Russa. Modems from Turkish lands foresaw enserfment
by the Rusgans. The Hapsburgsin Austrian controll ed
lands were interested in maintaining their own settlement
programsin Hungarian territory and forbade amigration.
Similar situations existed in other parts of Europe, with
the result that active promotion could only take placein
free dties and states where such laws did not exist.

The inability of some of the German states to control
emigration, combined with long standing suffering from
widespread poverty, malnutrition, and unemployment
brought on by feudal infighting, wars, religious
perseadtion, and the general politi cs of the day combined
to make the German migration as extensive asit was. The
extent of this migration was o great (4000familiesin
1767alone) that further migration was forbidden by the
Prussan Emperor Joseph II. Migration for the Volga
effedively ended within a short time but not before at
least 25,000 made their way to Russa over a period of
about 4 years. Most of them were from Hesse and the
southwest states, but nominally from other areas, aswell.
The original migration resulted in the establi shment of
104 vill ages.

Most historians have acaurately stated that this
invitation was open to all foreigners. However, the
emphasis on the Germanic involvement by several
German authors has left many people with the impresson
that the cnnedion between German born Catherine and
the Germans of the Volga River region was particularly
significant and important. In talking to some people, one
amost getstheimpresson that Catherine the Great
personally appeared at the door of their ancestor to invite
them to Russa. Furthermore, the traditional story of her
invitation has been inaccuratdly applied to Germansin
Galicia, CongressPoland, Volhynia and even Prusda. Of
these four, only VVolhyniawas under her rule, but there the
Germans did not arrive in significant numberstill well
after her death.

Hereis an example of how such distortions occur,
quoting from an online historical document:

“Much of this (territory in the Black Searegion)
became Crown land upon which Catherine wished to
settle industrious farmers, whose well kept fields might
serve as models for the shiftless nomadic tribes about
them. Catherinehad perhaps heard of the Mennonitesand
their work of redamation in the swamps of the lower
Vistula, through her generals who had spent several
wintersin eastern Prussa during the Seven Years War.
At any rate, however that may be, it wasin the abowe year
(1786 that she held out liberal inducements through her
spedal representative at Danzig, George van Trappe, to



the Mennonites of that region to migrate to her Crown
landsin South Rusdga”.

The writer does qualify his gatement by saying,
“Catherine had perhaps heard of the Mennonites’. The
casual reader conveniently forgets the word perhaps, and
in reating the story to his friends, conveys me form of
spedal relationship between Catherine and the
Mennonites. The story has also become danted by the
author’ s referenceto the spedal representative, George
van Trappe. Hewasindeead a representative, but he was
no more spedal than the other agents of the Crown who
were scampering about Europe soli citing new settlers for
Russa

The simpletruth isthat Catharine had left behind her
German heritage, marrying into Russan royalty asa
young teenager. Shedidn’t just invite Germans. What's
more, the Germans receaved no privil eges that other
foreigners did not receve, ether at the time of migration
or later on.

The migration of the Mennonites requires gedfic
mention becuse they are somewhat unique within the
German migration context. The erliest Mennonitesin the
east were actually Dutch, who used their diking skill sto
redaim extensive arable land from the Vistula River delta
region in Prussa. They began to arrivein the early 1500s.
It did not take long for them to be mixed with Flemish,
German, and to alessr extent, Swiss Mennonites. In
addition, some of Palish and Swedish origin became
mixed into the migration. Because of their closetiesto
German traditions, and their use of the Plattdeutsch
dialed, they tend to all get lumped together as Germans.

The pacifistic Mennonites from Prusda were
espedally attracted by the promise of freedom from
servicein the military - a privilege that did not carry a
timelimit with it. Thousands of them todk the challenge
to migrate to the east. The most extensive settlements
were on the hill y west side of the Volga. To the northeast,
on the meadow or eastside of the Volga, was another large
group of settlements.

By 1816 there were no new settlements but the
population had almost tripled, and new colonies became
esential. By 1865 there were 170German Volga vill ages
with a population of over 259000. Much of this growth
was smply the result of large families, but there was
ongoing new migration into the area by Mennonites,
Lutherans and Catholics. By 1914 they had grown to
over 500,000

Part of the population problem was eased with the
establi shment of daughter coloniesin the Caucasus
region, which attracted significant numbers of Germans
away from the Volga River area.

Finally, it should be pointed out that other isolated
colonies were establi shed — some by other reli gious de-
nominations than the major ones, others at the request of
certain isolated land-holding nohility.

Baltic Germans

Germans had a presencein the Baltic provinces of
Russa hundreds of years before the Manifestos of
Catherine the Great. However, they were primarily
people with spedalty trades or connedions to nohility or
palitics. This presence stemmed from the cntrol of the
Estonian, Livonian, and Kurland provinces by the
Teutonic Knights.

Under the Manifesto o 1763 several small er groups of
Germans were able to establi sh themsalves in the Baltic
regions under spedal contract with private individuals or
government agencies. Over 300famili es answered the
initial calls, with a1000o0r so individuals flowing later.
Most settled in vill ages, under private @ntract, in
relatively close proximity to St. Petersburg.

The Black Sea Areas

In the next few years after the seaond Manifesto,
Catherine the Great expanded Russan territory
dramaticall y by conquering Turkish controlled land to the
south and Polish land to the west. Catherine again wanted
Germansto help in developing her new territories,
espedally around the north side of the Black Sea. This
time she turned to the Mennonites of West Prusda.

Mennonites, being a pacifist denomination, were
concerned by the paliti cal climate of Germany in the latter
half of the 18" century. Frederick Willi am Il was
demanding payment of heavy finesin lieu of military
serviceand forcing the Mennonitesto pay tithes to the
establi shed Lutheran Church on earlier land purchases
from Lutherans. Mennoniteswere particularly attracted to
Russa by the offer of freedom from military service In
1789 228 Mennonite families arrived at Chortizaon the
Dnieper River. They had been precaled to the general
region by a small er group of Lutherans. The Mennonite
migration continued into the area for another 80 years
with thousands more families answering the all.
Thousands of other Germans foll owed the Mennonites.

Lutherans and Catholi cs began flooding into the area,
espedally after the Napoleonic wars (1803through 1810.
They not only came from the southwest German states but
also from West Prussa, Hungary, and Poland. Hundreds
of German colonies grang upin a semi-circle around
Odessa, now in the Ukraine.

In 1804 the new Czar, Alexander |, extended another
invitation to settlement in thisregion. However, his
invitation was more spedfic than Catherine's. Hewanted
people who were particularly skill ed in agriculture and
handicrafts — well-to-do farmers with skill sin viniculture
and management and breeding of livestock. Whil e they



receved some traveli ng assstance, they were also
expeded to kring along a significant worth of cash and
goads.

Travel to the Black Sea region was by two primary
routes. The first was the Danube River, where they
traveled right past the Danuswaben settlements on their
way to their new home. Travel was conducted on boats
called Zillen. They were aammed with a crew of four or
five boatmen, and as many goods and passengers as could
fit, even if overcrowded.

The other route was overland. Travel started on the
Danube, but where it turned south, the aloniststodk to
wagons pull ed by oxen to make their way through the
Carpathian mountains and then east to the Black sea,
much like the wagon trains crossed the American west
during the 180Gs.

| was not able to find a statistical population summary for
thisarea, but it is sfeto say that, like the Volga River
area, theregion around Odessa and the Crimean peninsula
sup-ported hundreds of German vill ages and hundreds of
thousands of Germans.

Bessrabia

Anocther war with Turkey brought Rusga alditi onal
territory in the region of Bessarabia, on the west side of
the Black Sea. In the meantime, Napoleon was marching
through Europe, taking over vast quantiti es of land,
including central Poland. Many Germans who had moved
there after the third partiti on were now feding perseauted
by the Poles who were placed in power. The Russans
took ad-vantage of this by inviting them to move further
east. Some went to the Black Sea region, whil e others
moved to Bessarabia.

By 1816 over 1500German families had moved into
this area, most of them from Poland. They initially
founded twelve vill ages, many with French names that
refleded battlefiel ds where the Russdans had joined the
Germansin fighting the French — Arcis, Brienne, Fere
Champoise, Parish, and so on.

Migration continued slowly but steadily, with
population increases coming from Baden, Wirtemberg,
Hess, and Alsace By 1842 over 2000families had
settled in 24 vill ages. Only 114 of these were Cathalic.
The rest were Protestant, mostly Lutherans.  Aswith
other areas, the German population here grew rapidly. To
accommodate the growth, another 80 vill ages were
establi shed, and many left for opportuniti es el sewhere.
After acoounting for the emigration, about 65,000
Germans remained in Bessarabiain 1905

Several smaller areas around the Black Sea dso
receved significant migrations of Germansthroughout the
19" century, for example, the Dubrudja region of

Romania south of Bessarabia. Thisareawas sttled
primarily by Germans who |eft Bessarabia.

Anocther areais Bukovina, a small region to the
northwest end of Bessarabia. This areareceved, under
the encouragement of the Austrian Emperor, an ethnical
mix of migrants, among them a significant number of
Germans.

To the eastside of the Black Sea, there were German
settlements in the south Caucasus, and by the end of the
19" century, even Kazahstan and Siberia were recéving
Ger-man colonists.

Galicia

Galiciawas aregion that experienced many different
cultures and politi cal control dueto inept rulers. Its
population was primarily a mixture of Palish and
Ukrainian, with lesser numbers of Ruthenians, and of
course, Germans. Control over the years bounded back
and forth between Poland, Rusda, and Austria. The area
came under Austrian rulein thefirst partition of Poland in
1771and remained so with some border variations until
World War 1.

German migration started early, at least in the western
regions of Galicia, with an initial wave of soldiers,
artisans, and traders arriving in the 14" and 15" centuries
under the protedion of Magdeburg city law. Most of
these Germans were assmil ated into the Poli sh culture by
the 16" century.

The second wave of settlers camein at the invitation of
Austrian Emperor Joseph Il between about 1781and
1785 Over 15,000arrived, primarily with originsin the
Pfalz (Palatinate) region of the German states. These
were suppemented by another 6,000 after the turn of the
century. Among the settlers were significant numbers of
Swiss Mennonites, who later left for settlementsin
Rusda. The mgjority of settlersin this period however,
was Cathalic or Lutheran. Whil e these Germans, in
general, retained their cultural distinctiveness significant
numbers of the Catholi c Ger-mans did assmil ate into the
Palish culture.

Although there was grong Austrian paliti cal influence
in the erly years, the Poles eventuall y won semi-
autonomy, to the extent that Poli sh even became the
official language. The Germans did well in this gate of
relative paliti cal stability, but for some reason they did not
experiencethe same growth in numbersthat other regions
did. A 1910censusindicated only 65,000Germansliving
in Galicia.

This stuation isin large part explained by the fact that
many Germans did not, for whatever reason, set down
permanent roatsin Galicia. Starting with the Swiss
Mennonite movement to Russa, there was arelatively
constant outflow of Germans from Gali cia to many other



parts of eastern Europe. Some moved northward into
southeastern Poland, others east to Volhynia, Bukowina,
northern Bessarabia, and the Black Searegions. till
others turned west to Slovakia, Hungary, and even to
Bosnia.

Poland

As mentioned earlier, the northern region of what is
now modern Poland had a very early Germanic presence
This presenceintensified with aroyal marriage between a
Poli sh king and a German princessin 960A.D. By 1150
A.D., the Catholi c Church was beginning its misson
through Poland, bringing with it German monks and
farmers, who settled in vill ages under the jurisdiction of
the church cloisters. Fin-ally, in 1230A.D., the Teutonic
Knights were invited to help contral the reigious Prus
tribein thenorthern areas. Theknights brought with them
the German city law which we discussed earlier. In what
ismodern Poland, over 250citi es and towns were
establi shed with German city law.

The Catholics of Poland provided strong resistance
against the Protestant Reformation of the erly 15005,
which resulted in significant anti-German sentiment
among the Poles. German culture and identity were
virtually eliminated during thistime, either by expulsion
or assmilation. This stuation, however, |eft the Polish
nohility with fewer skill ed people to develop their lands
with the result that they onceagain dowly started to invite
Germans back into their country to work for them. These
Germans establi shed the vill ages we discussed earlier.

To further understand the influx of Germansto this
region, we need to kriefly lodk at the partiti ons of Poland.
A weak monarchy all owed Russa, under the rule of Cath-
erine the Great, to gain significant territories from them.
Both Prusda and Austria feared this Russan
expansionism, and in 1772 they agreed to take equal
portions of Poland. It wasat thistimethat all of Volhynia
was taken over by Russa.

Continuing poaliti cal unrest in Poland led to a seaond
partition in 1793 with each of the threepowerstaking
more land. The western portion, which contained most of
the Holl endries and Schul zendorf, was taken over by
Prusda. Finally, in 1795 the remaining land was 9lit,
and Poland ceased to exist as a nation.

Prusda establi shed a new form of German settlement
called a colony. Although the settlersinvited in by the
Prusdans did not enjoy the same privil eges as their
predecessors, they did recéve freetravel expenses and
addi-tional asdstancein building their farms. Most of the
immigrantsin the exrly years were Swabians from
Wirtemberg. Many of them were doth makers, who were
attracted to that industry in the region surrounding Lodz.

Napoleon marched through Europe, taking over central
Poland and Warsaw in 1807. He establi shed the semi-

autonomous gate of the Duchy of Warsaw. Anti-German
sentiment among the Poles became common, and resulted
in the massve migration of Germans to Bessarabia,
discussed earlier. However, in 1814 Napoleon'sreign
was cut short in defeat, and in 1815 the Congressof
Vienna renewed the previous partition boundaries, with
the exception that Prussalost some of the cantral areato
Russa. Thiscentral areaincluded the Lodz region, where
large numbers of Germans lived.

This central and eastern area of modern Poland was
subjed to Russan rule, but was all owed to gperatein a
semi-autonomous fashion. The anti-German sentiment
was hot as grong there, so Germans continued to migrate
in significant numbersto this area, now known as
CongressPoland or the Kingdom of Poland. In addition
to the Swabians, large numbers of Kashubian,
Pommeranian, and other Germans joined the migration.

Thelast part of CongressPoland to recave German
settlerswasin the east, the region around Lublin and
Chelm where some 230 col onies were establi shed
between 1850and 1890 Many of these Germans were
actually transplants from central Poland.

Most of the Germansin CongressPoland were
Lutheran. There were afew Mennonitesalong theVistula
River, west of Warsaw. There were also some Baptists
and Moraviansin some areas. The larger towns had
significant numbers of Catholic Germans.

It isdifficult to establi sh an accurate wunt of these mi-
grants because, they moved around often and many, aswe
have seen, moved on to new areas within a generation.
Oscar Kossmann provides a list showing about 360,000
Ger-man members of the Lutheran Church alonein 1913
He also provides alist of vill ages as compared to that of
other authors and researchers, it appears that there may
have been as many as 2,000 German settlements.

Volhynia

Volhyniais an arealocated in the northwestern part of
modern Ukraine. We don’t know why Catherine the
Great did not promote this area @ a settlement region for
Ger-mans. There were afew Germansin the dties, but
nonein the rural areas, when Russa claimed this area for
itsef in 1772 It was about another 25 years before
Germans garted to come into Volhyniawith the
establi shment of several vill ages by a group of
Mennonites. They only stayed for afew years before
sdling their vill ages to some Lutherans some-timeprior to
183Q and then moving on to Black Sea aeas.

Thefirst large number of Germansto arrivein
Volhynia came after the first Polish rebdlion in 1831
Some 40000r so moved in during the mid-1830s, almost
al from CongressPoland. With some of them moving on
to Podoli a, Bessarabia, and other regions, the population
remained fairly constant until after the second Polish



rebelli on of 1863 Many Palish nobles, who had
supported this rebel-lion, lost their land, and the mntracts,
which the Germans had to work on it, were no longer
valid. The ned for land in CongressPoland became
acute.

At the sametime, in 1862 the Rusdans released their
serfsfrom alifetime of servitude to the land. These serfs
flocked to the dties, leaving Polish landlordsin Volhynia
with no oneto work their land. Most of the other areas
we have discussed were settled by Germans at the
invitation of royalty. In contrast to that, the Germansin
Volhyniawere invited there by these landlords. They
receved no spedal privileges or freedoms in exchange for
their move.

This combination of lack of land in CongressPoland
and ample opportunity in Volhyniaresulted in amass
exodus from the former to the latter. By 190Q census
figures show some 200,000 Germans living in over 800
villagesin Volhynia. It is estimated that around 75-80%
of these had ori-ginsin CongressPoland.

Again, most of these migrants were Lutheran Germans
with some Catholi ¢, Baptist, Moravian, and Mennonite.
The Lutheran parish of Zhitomir alone, not counting the
parishes of Rozichische and Heimtal, shows over 2100
baptisms per year in the erly 188Gs.

Conclusion

Whil e there were a few other small areas of German
settlement in the east that we have not had thetimeto re-
view, this about covers the story of the German migration
tothe east. However, | don’t think it isfitting to end at
this point. Most of these Germans had come to these
strange lands with peaceful intentions, but their liveswere
to be dramatically atered by the impact of two world wars
taking placewithin a 27 year span. | would like to close
with a brief look at what happened to them during this
time.

Many of our ancestors were fortunate to have | eft
Europe for North or South America prior to World War .
They may have envisioned future probdlemsin Russa and
other parts of Europe, but more than likdly, they were at-
tracted by spedfic opportuniti es that were avail able in the
Americas. Those who remained behind were not so for-
tunate.

A general policy of ruling powers, bath during and
after World War |, wasto reestabli sh politi cal boundaries
on the basis of ethnic-linguistic boundaries. Unbeli evably
large numbers of people, German and others, were
impacted by this policy. Some 16.3 milli on perished
during World War 1l due to military, political or racial
policies. Another 15.1 milli on were displaced between
1930and 1943 whil e afurther 31 milli on were displaced
between 1944and 1948 a staggering total of 62.4
milli on people.

Asfor the Germans, the Nazs had dedded that those
who lived in conquered Slavic lands sould be moved to
new areasin northern Poland. More than % of amillion
people were thus moved duing World War Il. But the
biggest wartime migration back westward for these Ger-
mans was the 5.6 milli on, who left bath the original and
the resettlement areas as the Soviet army pushed
westward, starting in 1844 That count does not include
those who fled from Hungary after the Red Army invaded
that country.

Of those who didn’t make it out of the Soviet occupied
zones, some 500,000, were forcibly deported eastward
into the degper regions of the Soviet Union. After the
war, another 6.5 milli on Germans were repatriated out of
Czedhoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary to bah western and
Soviet occupied zones of Germany. Many of the
displaced Ger-mans made their way to the Americas after
the war.

Finally, hundreds of thousands of Germans remained
trapped in the Soviet Union, most of them deported to
nether regions of Kazahstan and Siberia, whil e many of
them were forced into labar camps. A few managed to
stay in their home towns, mostly as the result of
intermarriage with local ethnic groups. The result of all
thisisthat most of us ethnic Germans with east European
roats gill have wusinsin many different areas of
Germany, Poland, Hungary, and espedally in areas of the
former Soviet Union.

The German migrations to the east have @mmeto an
end. With thefall of communism, many are now making
their way back to the west, once again migrating with
hope for the future — a future fill ed with peaceand an
improved life for themsalves and their descendants.
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